
Return Respecting the Specific Tax on Alcoholic Beverages
Act respecting the Québec sales tax

VDZ-498-V (2018-02)

1 Alcoholic beverages other than beer 
This part is to be completed by all producers of alcoholic beverages other than beer. Complete sections 1.2.1 and 1.2.2 only if you are a small-scale producer 
of alcoholic beverages other than beer, if, during the period covered by the return, you supplied such beverages that you produced and if you are eligible for a full or 
partial exemption from the specific tax on alcoholic beverages. You are eligible for the exemption if the raw material used in your production comes primarily from land 
situated in Québec that you own or rent. Furthermore, the total worldwide volume of alcoholic beverages (other than beer) supplied by you, by any producer you are 
associated with under the Taxation Act (CQLR, c. I-3) and any producer whose business you took over must not exceed 1,500,000 litres during the previous calendar 
year. If you are an amalgamated corporation in its first year of operation, you must include in the calculation of the number of litres the total worldwide volume of 
alcoholic beverages other than beer that each merged corporation supplied in the previous calendar year.

1.1 Cumulative number of litres supplied1 in Québec during the current calendar year
Volume  

(current return)3
Total volume  

(previous return)4
Total  

volume
Litres supplied for consumption on the premises or for home consumption2 1
Litres supplied to the Société des alcools du Québec + 2

Total number of litres = 3 + 4 5

1.2 Specific tax for the period covered5

1.2.1 Exempt from the specific tax6 Number 
of litres7

Applicable rate 
per litre

Tax or amount 
equal to the specific tax

Litres supplied for consumption on the premises 6 × $0.0000 7 0.00
Litres supplied for home consumption + 8 × $0.0000 9 0.00

1.2.2 Specific tax at the reduced rate8

Litres supplied for consumption on the premises + 10 × $0.2100 11
Litres supplied for home consumption + 12 × $0.2100 + 13

1.2.3 Specific tax at the regular rate9

Litres supplied for consumption on the premises + 14 × $1.4000 + 15
Litres supplied for home consumption + 16 × $1.4000 + 17

Total number of litres (6 + 8 + 10 + 12 + 14 + 16) = 18
Total  

(11 + 13 + 15 + 17) = 19

1.3 Adjustments
Amount equal to the specific tax credited to purchasers on the return of alcoholic beverages other than beer – 20
Amount equal to the specific tax not collected on bad debts for alcoholic beverages other than beer – 21
Amount equal to the specific tax included in recovered debts for alcoholic beverages other than beer + 22
Enter the amount from line 23 in box 1 of the detachable portion of the return.  

Total amount after adjustments (19 – 20 – 21 + 22) = 23

1. In this form, “number of litres supplied” refers to the number of litres sold 
or distributed free of charge.

2. The number of litres entered on line 1 and on line 18 must be the same.
3. If your reporting period straddles two calendar years (for example,

a quarterly period that runs from November to January), you must do
separate calculations for each calendar year.

4. Include, for the same calendar year (from January to December), the total 
number of litres of alcoholic beverages other than beer that you entered 
on line 5 of your previous return.

5. Whether or not you have a balance payable, you must break down the number of litres by the applicable
rate and type of supply (for consumption on the premises or for home consumption). Do not include the
number of litres that you supplied to the Société des alcools du Québec.

6. The first 150,000 litres supplied during the calendar year are exempt from the specific tax. The total
of lines 6 and 8 must not exceed that number.

7. On lines 6, 10 and 14 (litres supplied for consumption on the premises), include the number of litres of
alcoholic beverages other than beer that you produced and supplied for consumption at your establishment.

8. The reduced rate applies from the 150,001st litre through the 1,500,000th litre supplied during the calendar 
year. The total of lines 10 and 12 must not exceed 1,350,000 litres.

9. The regular rate applies from the 1,500,001st litre.

Enclose this page with the detachable portion of the return, even if you have no balance payable.
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10. The term “brewer” refers to the holder of a brewer’s or small-scale beer producer’s permit 
issued under the Act respecting the Société des alcools du Québec (CQLR, c. S-13).

11. The term “beer distributor” refers to the holder of a beer distributor’s permit issued under 
the Act respecting the Société des alcools du Québec.

12. Although the reduction did not apply to litres supplied from January 1 to May 31, 2016, 
it can be applied to litres supplied as of June 1, 2016, provided the number of litres supplied 
in Québec in 2016 does not exceed 15,000,000.

13. If you are an amalgamated corporation in its first calendar year of operation, you must include, 
in calculating the first 15,000,000 litres of beer the corporation supplied in Québec in the 
calendar year, the number of litres supplied during the year by all the merged corporations.

14. In this form, the “number of litres supplied” refers to the number of litres sold or distributed 
free of charge.

15. The number of litres entered on line 24 and on line 41 must be the same.
16. If your reporting period straddles two calendar years (for example, a quarterly period that 

runs from November to January), you must do separate calculations for each calendar year.

17. Include, for the same calendar year (from January to December), the cumulative number
of litres of beer that you entered on line 28 of your previous return.

18. You must break down the number of litres by rate applicable and by type of
supply (for consumption on the premises or for home consumption). Do not
include the number of litres that you supplied to the Société des alcools du Québec
or the number of litres for which you paid an amount equal to the specific tax 
to your supplier.

19. Subject to note 12, the rate reduced by 67% applies to the first 7,500,000 litres supplied 
during the calendar year. The total of lines 29 and 31 must not exceed that number.

20. On lines 29, 33 and 37 (litres supplied for consumption on the premises), include the number 
of litres of beer that you produced and supplied for consumption on the premises.

21. Subject to note 12, the rate reduced by 33% applies from the 7,500,001st litre through
the 15,000,000th litre supplied during the calendar year. The total of lines 33 and 35
must not exceed 7,500,000 litres.

22. Subject to note 12, where a reduction in the specific tax applies to beer brewed and supplied 
by a brewer, the regular rate applies from the 15,000,001st litre.

2 Beer
This part is to be completed by all brewers10 and beer distributors.11 Complete sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 only if you are a brewer and a reduction in the specific tax on alcoholic 
beverages applies to the beer you brewed in Québec and supplied during the period covered by the return. For a given calendar year, the reduction applies to the first 15,000,000 
litres of beer brewed and supplied12 in Québec by you,13 by a brewer you are associated with under the Taxation Act (CQLR, c. I-3) or by a brewer whose business you took 
over. If you are an amalgamated corporation in its first year of operation, you must include the litres supplied by each merged corporation during the calendar year in the 
calculation of the number of litres.

2.1 Cumulative number of litres supplied14 in Québec during the current calendar year
Volume  

(current return)16
Total volume  

(previous return)17
Total  

volume

Litres supplied for consumption on the premises or for home consumption 15 24

Litres supplied to the Société des alcools du Québec + 25

Total number of litres = 26 + 27 28

2.2 Specific tax for the period covered18

2.2.1 Specific tax at the rate reduced by 67%19 Number 
of litres20

Applicable rate 
per litre

Tax or amount 
equal to the specific tax

Litres supplied for consumption on the premises 29 × $0.2079 30

Litres supplied for home consumption + 31 × $0.2079 + 32

2.2.2 Specific tax at the rate reduced by 33%21

Litres supplied for consumption on the premises + 33 × $0.4221 + 34

Litres supplied for home consumption + 35 × $0.4221 + 36

2.2.3 Specific tax at the regular rate22

Litres supplied for consumption on the premises + 37 × $0.6300 + 38

Litres supplied for home consumption + 39 × $0.6300 + 40

Total number of litres (29 + 31 + 33 + 35 + 37 + 39) = 41
Total 

(30 + 32 + 34 + 36 + 38 + 40) = 42

2.3 Adjustments
Amount equal to the specific tax credited to purchasers on the return of beer – 43

Amount equal to the specific tax not collected on bad debts for beer – 44

Amount equal to the specific tax included in recovered debts for beer + 45

Enter the amount from line 46 in box 2 of the detachable portion of the return. 
Total amount after adjustments (42 – 43 – 44 + 45) = 46

Enclose this page with the detachable portion of the return, even if you have no balance payable.
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